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For Paſling the Bill againſt 


Occaſumal Conformity. 


ER MAJESTY * has been pleaſed in all Her Spee- 
ches to give us ſo many Aſſurances of Suppor- 
ting the Church of England, as by Law Eſtabliſh d, 

and alſo ſuch Inſtances of being Punctual to 
Her promiſe in this particular, that Ithink She 
very juſtly deſerves the Title of, Defender of the + 
Faith; Her defire to fee the Bill paſs the laſt - 

| Seſſion of Parliament was ſufficiently ſnoun by 

thePrince of Denmark's conſtantAttendance upon it; and I believe the. 
reaſon why ſome Perſons Oppos'd ity was, becauſe the Queen ſeem'd. 


10 Eſpouſe it. But 
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But, Pray Gentlemen, let us Conſider how this Bill came to be 
loſt; Why, Two or Three Noble Lords were by turns to be abſent ; 
the Miſcarriage of the Bill was Imputed to their want of Attendance, 
when at the ſame time they were deſired to be out of the way. 
Is it not a ſhame that we who. have given Fourſcore Millions of 
Money for the Preſervation of the Proteſtant Religion, ſhould have 
Tyximing at laſt in a Bill to prevent Hypocriſy z it was a Law 
among the Athenians, that when any Mutiny or Difference aroſe 
in the City, the Inhabitants ſhou'd take one fide or other, or 
elſe they Baniſh'd them : And truly, Sir» where Members of 
Parliament and Miniſters of State ſtand Neuter in Matters that 
nearly Concern the Iatereſt of the Church of England; and 
have not Courage to own their Opinion, I think they very 
well deſerve to be turn'd out: Every Gentleman here is ſent 
up to give his Vote, and where he declines that, he 222 pro- 


perly be ſaid to Serve the Place he Repreſents, which I take to be 
the worſt fort of Cowardice. But pray Sir, let us enquire into 


the Meaning of all this Triming; are we afraid to Diſobilge 
a Party of Men that are againſt the Church- Government, whoſe Prin- 


eiples of Malice and Hatred to the Family of the Stuart. Deſcends to 
them by Inheritance? And can we Imagine thoſe who are Enemies 
to Her Majeſtics Perſon and Office, and were for hindting Her from 
coming to the Throne, wou'd not be glad of an Opportunity to 
ſhove Her out of it: Neither Titles of Honour, nor Places of Profit, 
can Engage ſome Gentlemen to Her Majeſties Intereſt, which plainl 

Appear'd the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, by the 6.4, ue given 
to the Prince of Denmark's Bill, when ſcarce any Perſon Voted againſt 
it, but who had a conſiderable ſhare of Her Majefties Royal Bounty, 
or ſome ſort of Dependance on Her: And yet to the Aſtoniſhment of 
moſt Gentlemen here, theſe, Perſons are ftill Countenanc'd and 
Encourag'd. Men Sir, that offer'd open Violence to Her Royal Grand. 
father : Men that have not only —_— enough at this time to 


Juſtifie * chat Fact, but to turn the Day of his Murder into Ridi- 
cule, and keep a Calyes-head-Feaft in the City. Are theſe the Men 


that are to be Countenanc'd and Encourag'd? This in plain Engliſh 
makes me believe this Miniftry has too great a Reſemblance of the laſt, 
and that j Sunderland is riſen from the Dead, and now become 


Prime Minifter of State. , | 
And now I am upon this SubjeQ, give me leave to tell ſome Gentle- 
men, who have been Bellowing and Roaring againſt perſons for takin 
Places in the late Reign; that it is a Reflection upon them to hold — 
continue their Places in the Company of thoſe that they have keen Ex- 


elaiming againſt for accepting them. | 
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They may remember, if they pleaſe to-recolleR, the Language in the 
late Reign; Sir, you muſt turn this Gentleman out, or 1 can't ſerve you; 
And if any Gentleman was in the Intereſt of<he-Church of Eneland, it 
was a ſufficient Exception againſt his being employ'd. No Gentleman 
of thoſe Principles was then thought fit to be a Deputy-Lieutenant, er 
Juſtice of the Peace. If they would take the ſame Spirit and Neſolutioc 
things might be better manag'd than they are. I 
I did wonder to hear ſo many Biſhops againſt the Bill; but that Wonder 
ccaſed, when I confidered whom they owed their Preferment to. The 
A— B——- of C-- I think, was promoted to that See, by my 
Lord Sunderland's Intercfi; and being azked what Reaſons he had againſt 
this Bill, he reply'd, he had not well conſidered the Bill, but that my Lord 
Summers told him, It ought not to paſs: That wasa very weighty Rea- 
ſon for the Head of our Church to give; And yet I date ſay, none of the 
reſt of them can give a better: One would be almoſt provok'd by the 
late Behaviour of the Biſhops, to move for leave to bring in a Bill for the 
Toleration of Epiſcopacy 3 for fince they are of the ſame Principles with 
the Diſſente rs, it's but juſt chat they ſhould ſtand upon the the ſame foot. 

Now! Sir, give me leave to anſwer ſome Objettions made againft the 
Bill, The fr is, That 'tis unſeaſonable at this time; why unſeaſonable ? 
Is it not as ſeafonable for us at this time to paſs a Law for the further 
Defence of the Church of England here, as it was for Scotland to paſs an 
AR the laſt Seſſions for theSecurity of the Kerk there; why unſcaſonable? 
Does the Succeſs of our Arms abroad, or the Leaving money at home 
Depend upon't : No Gentleman can ſee that either of them do; and 
Sine there can be no Objection againſt the goodneſs of the Bill, Why 
Should we Defer putting it in Execution? 

Another Argument againſt the Bill is, that it will create Diviſions ; Are 
we to allow Schiſms to avoid Diviſions; the Diſſenters hold it Lawful to 
Communicate ſometimes, and if ſo, why unlawful to Communicate at 
other times? But oh! the fear of offending Diſſenters is urged as an Ar- 

ument, and not 8 the Church of England ; Either the 
Miniſtry muſt think we are ſo 
at any thing they do; or elſe that our number is ſo inconſiderable, 
that they — alue its if we are diſpleas'd. = ( 

Another Argument againft this Bill, proceeds from the Number and 
ſtrength of the Diſſenters. This I take to be an Excellent one for the 
Bill, for if they are ſtrong and Numerous, tis high time for us to guard 
our ſelyes againſt them; and I Appeal to Every Gentleman here, 
whether one Diſſenter in Place be not Capable of doing more Miſ- 
chief then Ten out. EE 

Suppoſe, Mr. Speaker, the Diſſenters had the Power in their hands, as 
they will Cftainly in a Short time, if not reftcain'd; would they Admit 
the Church of England into places of Truſt, and into the Legiſiatures 
upon Occaſional Conformity = 


ood Natur'd as not to be-Diſpleaſed 
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jefty has been ſc Gracious, as to offer what further Security 
+ think, for their Religion in Scotland; how comes it that 
clemen ſhould Repreſent her Majeſty ſo much Concern'd to 
Religion She is not of, and ſo unwilling to grant a Se- 
the Church in which She ExpeGts to be ſaved. Accord- 
Method; one might Expect the Scots Covenant to be 
t into England, and the Presbyterian. Party of that Kingdom 
Remonſtrate, as they did to Her Royal Grandfather, the Neceſ. 
ty of having one Religion, and one Worſhip in both Kingdoms. 

Mr. Speaker, We have been at gout Expences in keeping theſe 
Gentlemen out, and have been Traduc'd as Perſons deſigning a French 
Government; and all the return we are like to have for our Services 
and Sufferings in our Purſes and Reputation, is, that thoſe Perſons 
are like at laſt to become our Maſters, which is a very great Diſ- 
couragement. 

Mr. Speaker, I take this Practice of Occaſional Conformity to E- 
lude the Force of one of the beſt Laws made in the Church of England's 
Defence, that it is Scandalous and Knaviſh, and I will pretend to 
foretel this, that by the Benefit of this Occafional Conformity, the 
Diſſenters wijhnome to bes the Majority of this Honſe, and then 
Il venture to Pronounce the Days of the Church of England, Few; 
that I may not ſee ſuch Diſmal Effects of our Pretended Modera- 
ꝛion, I heartily wiſh Succeſs to this Bill, Amen, Amen. 


